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vestigation
to happiness

[ERBURY: Cheldren In theoe
primary schools found out last
how to vestigate what

s them happy as part of a
reity of Kent projgct. Ths

ot, cafled How To Make A

y School, was run by Dr

ey Cameron, of the

rsity’s School of Psychology.
Camearon, & chikd devalopment

tant that we find out more
 what makes young pecpia
.~

arathon team

TERBURY: A chidren's charity
1ing runners 10 join thelk

ion Marathon team.

y Children’s Trust, which has a
in ¢ Poter's Stroet, has 30

% placas avakabis in the 2014
han o mark its 30th

SrSary.

185 on 01737 365019.

2es planted

'ERBURY: Eight new

aMbar (Sweet gum) trees were
d In St Lawrence Road last
r by the Oaten MM District

LY.

 troos were replacemeonts for
56 chastnuts which had %o
down because of safety
s,

) OHOS contributed £160 to
Highways 10 help plant the
"0es,

Way We Were

CAN-EOV-S2

canterburytimes.co.uk

How city took

ONE-HUNDRED-AND-SIXTY years
200 this month the frst baptism of

an Inult (Eskimo) i Britain took
place at St Martin's Church
Canterbury, and was widely
repoctad in the British peess

The origins for this odd event lie
in the fatedul expedtion led by John
Frankiin in 1845, who left to explore

the North West Psssage in the

Canadian Arctic and faled 10 return.

Folow-up axpeditions, hoping to
find traces of Franklin and his 155
men, included HMS Assistance
urgier &5 captain Erasmus
Ommanney, which left in early
1650

By August 1851, Erasmus had
reached Cape York in Greenland.
Heo he took on board & 16-year-
oid knuit named Kalkbirau to help
with navigation and dealng with

CAPTAIN: Erasmus Ommanney,
skippar of HMS Assistance

iocal people. Kalkhiraa, soon
shortened by the AsssStancs craw
10 Kali, had been Iving with his
mother, brothers and sistérs, in a
small isctated community of just
throo families - his father had died
ovartier.

The group lived closer to the
North Pole than any other
sattiement on the planet, &t 76

teen Inuit Kalli
into our hearts

cogrees three minutes north,
surviving in a yurt snow house and
subsisting an seal and walrus maal.

Kall, after & good wash [possibly
the first in s o) and a change into
westemn clothing, leamed the
rudiments of Englsh from the
Sergeant of Marines and proved
popUiar with the crew.

By autumn 1851, when Captain
Ommanney planned the retum of
the axpedaion to England, Cape
York had iced up, making Rt
Impossibie 10 return Kalk to his
famiy.

The young nult had no option
bt 1o neturn with the crew 1o
England. They arrived in November
1651, with no clear view on what
should become of Kalli,

Under a schame devised by the
Admiralty and the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospe (SPG), -
Kali was offered training at the
Canterbury St Augustine’s College
10 bacome a messonary who could
bring the Greenland Inufts 1o Chirist
Here he spent tha naxt four years,

The SPG assessment was very
positive: "Looks very imalkgent,
speaks a ittle Englsh, is clean n
porson and free froen tendencies (o
drrk ”

FAR FROM HOME: Kall aged about 18 years
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CONCerns.
The OHDS contributed £160 to
Kent Highways to help plant the

new trees,

S —— v

reached Cape York in Greenianc.
Here he took on board a 16-year-
old Inuit named Kallihirau to help
with navigation and dealing with

) The group lived closer to the
North Pole than any other
settiement on the planet, at 76
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positive: “Looks very intelligent,
speaks a little English, s clean in
person and free from tendencies to
drink.”

Despite poor treatment from a
few who poked fun at his striking
Inuit looks (short in stature, slanting
eyes, jet black hair etc), Kalli
charmed fellow students, staff and
city folk with his courteous manner
and gentle, polite demeanour.

He learned more Engfish, studied
scripture, prayed ragularly, engaged
in games with local children,
learned carpentry and sewing
boots, and relaxed by creating
simple pencil drawings of Inuit
hunting scenes — examples survive
in the cathedral archives,

STEP BACK IN

6 TIME

 Read other tales by David

anterburytimes.co.uk/nostalgia
time to time. When asked what
food might assist his coughing he
replied: “A little walrus."

His Canterbury stay ended in
autumn 1855 when the Admiralty
granted him £25 pa to move to
Queen’s Coliege in St John's,
Newfoundiand, to complete his
studies.

A year later, aged just 21, still
hundreds of miles from the family

he had left five years earfier, Kalli
swam In the cold Labrador sea off
St John’s with a friend, contracted
S - * inflammation of the lung and died.
November Offers: 1/2 price on all treatments s e ot s OB (BT The o ]
H : 1 ! In London he enjoyed visits to St Martin's Church as Erasmus melanosis - the “whole substance

bOOKlng essennal 5 the British Museum, Horse Guards  Augustine Kallihirua. of his lungs was black.”
4 : : and Crystal Palace, Locally he got Those atfending included Despite a massive deprivation of

s Thread|ng v ReﬂeXOIogy % She"ac & ACTY"C Na“s to know the cathedral — asking Captain Erasmus Ommanney, his family, diet, routine and scenery,

“Can | cough in here?" just to be wife, and the daughter of John Kalli had maintained his amiable
exterior and gentle manners. How

His carpentry lessons resulted in  1STORIC: The font at St
models of siedges used by his Martin's church where Kalli was
family back in Greenland and a baptised
rustic chair which stood in the
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All this culminated with his

[

many of us could do the same?



