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== went to war by bicycle
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orries can wake us up In
pats at night and even In the
it of day make knots in our

s,
times we can feal like Atias,

the w:rm on our shoulders. | ooy . R
speaker pointed us to a James Fairbrass

in Canterbury in 1898, second son
+ powerful that we have
eating it 16 one another in | Of G80fue Fairbrass, a platelayer on
ch ever since : the raliways. His mother Mary Ann
postie wrote: “Cast | died in 1902 aged 34, and by 1911
|nxwmlm beeeuse he Percy had acquired a stepmother,

x Jane, at thelr home in St Jacob's
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: years and three days, walked into
ke saoaruves: | the new Dril Hall off St Peter's Lane
bes 6r R whlindac sl c (built in 1912} and signed up with
ralorusisaeeninalt}xat the Kent Cyclist Battalion “for the
durstion of the war”. Percy may

fe worth living, but there Is
s where his care just takes viell have seen advertisements

th away inviting those fond of cycling to
& ) "cycla for the King”. Recruits had to
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don't have 1o when we die, | 2N 8 memorial in Canterbury part-time but tock pari in an annual  Surviving post cards show their : @' S Ll 4
to adopt us as his own Cathedral. 15-day camp and were responsible  rifles secure in spacial clips on each , = : :

welcoming us into heaven The battafion had been formed in  for patroliing the Kent coastline, A bike, Parads instructions were
i * | 1908, one of ten original Territorlal  grant of £1 10s B4 (£1.52) a year précise: a cyclist at attention wil
“grasp the left steering handle with
his left hand and place the right
hand at the point of the saddie,
albow to the rear”,
The cycling element, no doubt
“ effective for running messages and
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patroliing Kent lanes, proved of less
wealiie in fnrsinn hattiafialds.
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Vs, he cares how o ive - and
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inviting thosea fond of cycing to
“cycie for the King"". Recnits had 10
be at least 5ft 2ins 1ai, but
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“had teath no bar”l

He could not have known this

judgement after we die. would lead 1o his death two

years
W&"""m‘:’ ""“uﬂ that Jesi | fater in India, recorded for postarity eyelist battalions. Recruits wera
went through hell on the Cross 80 | oy 5 memoriat in Caeterbury parnt-time Bt took part in an arnual
mn!wodon‘u\avamwhonwedw. Cathedral, 15-day camp and were responsbis
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Surviving post cards show

rifies secure #1 special ofgs on each
bike: Parade instructions wens
pracise; & cycist at attention will
“grasp the left steering handle with
his left hand and place tha right
hand &t the point of the saddle,
olbow to the rear”.

The oyclng element, no doubl
effctive for running messages and
patroling Kent lanes, proved of less
valus in foreign battlefieids.
Reformed as a non-cycling infantry
battalion, Peroy and his colleagues
feft for India later in 1916.

On November 5, 1918, just six

betore the end of the war, he
dind In tha military rest station of
Dagshal, not of war wounds but of

poaLmonE.

In 1820 & memeorial teblat wiis
placed in the miltary churoh a1 the
nearty garfison town of
Ferozepore.

1 contained 41 names, including
Parcy's. Cther reconds suggest that
14 men (including Parcy) died from
preumonia, 14 from “unkaown
disaass”, four trom influenza, three
fram fever, two from heatstroke and
two from maeiana. One drowned and
only one diad from war wolnds.

By 1950 there wemn concems
that the church might be destroyed
— the'memorial was brought to
England by the Battallan Ok
Corvades' Association and placed
on the south wall of Cameroury
Cathedral nave,

Meanwhis, the Orlll Hall (now

BATTALION REMEMBERED: The memorial on the south wall of the
Canterbury Cathedral nave

Westgats Hafl) renovation is under
waty, and we ook forward 10 a naw
community hall and Curzon cinama,
When you anjoy your first Curzen
fim later this year, do pleasa spare
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READY FOR AGTION: The troops relaxing In St Lawrence Road
Canterbury, Easter 1916
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