On 30™ August 1914, retired Admiral Charles Fitzgerald founded the order of the White
Feather in Folkestone, aimed at coercing men to enlist in the army by persuading women to
present men not in uniform with a white feather.(4. p133).

Several pieces from the Kentish Gazette illustrate how the spirit of patriotism had captured
Canterbury and how the city was mobilising its efforts:

THE CALL TO ARMS ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING AT CANTERBURY THEATRE
..people of all classes poured into the building.. they listened to patriotic airs feelingly played
by an orchestra (1. 5/9/14)

THE WAR IS A TEST OF NATIONAL CHARACTER IMPRESSIVE ADDRESS BY THE
PRIMATE
‘ENGLAND’S CONSCIENCE CLEAR” (1. 29/8/14)

“FALL IN” by Harold Beoble (8 verses + cartoon)

(Verse 7)  Why do they call, sonny, why do they call,
for men who are brave and strong.
Is it naught to you if your country fall
And right is smashed by wrong? (1. 12/9/14)

ADVERTISMENT THE NEW EXPEDITIONARY FORCE “THE BUFFS”
A NEW BATTALION IS BEING RAISED (1. 29/8/14)

ENGLAND’S GREAT NEED REVIEW OF TROOPS AT CANTERBURY
Many thousands of troops billeted in Canterbury were reviewed on Thursday en masse in Old
Park (1. 5/9/14)

BILLETING OF TROOPS WHAT HOUSEHOLDERS ARE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE
(29/8/14)

PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDERS

The following increase in tariff is payable:

Soldiers lodgings and attendance per night 9d
Breakfast 71/2d
Dinner 1s 71/2d
Supper 4 1/2d

Stable room & forage 2s 7 1/2d per day
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Letter to the editor NEED OF WARM BATHS (1. 5/8/14)

Sir. As you have no public warm baths in Canterbury, may | suggest that one of your
householders throw open their bathroom to us “Terriers” at a reasonable charge. Billeted as
some of us are, it is not possible to get these baths at present. The Japanese proved in war

the value of an occasional warm bath.. Yours faithfully A “Terrier”

4,
CANTERBURY ELECTRIC THEATRE NOW SHOWING “EUROPE IN ARMS” (1.
5/9/14)
CANTERBURY CINEMA GERMAN ATROCITIES IN BELGIUM (1. 26/9/14)

THE LONG HAUL

As the opening German advance across Belgium was halted, the war became a trench
stalemate, sucking in enormous quantities of men, horses and munitions.

11 Remember Belgium poster



“Positive opinion management was accompanied by censorship”, and “the worst horrors were
concealed”. “The papers exaggerated the Allied forces’ achievements and downplayed those
of the enemies”. Provincial papers were less subject to scrutiny than was Fleet Street” *(2.
p273)

The Kentish Gazette printed regular lists of casualties, letters from the front and obituaries of
the dead, together with a continual mood of exhortation and virulent anti-German sentiment.

THE KAISER'S ORDERS EXTERMINATE THE ENGLISH

PREPARING FOR THE WOUNDED AT CANTERBURY

Owing to the large number of troops quartered in and around the City, orders have been
received to mobilise the two ladies Voluntary Aid Detachments (VADs) in Canterbury, Kent 70
and Kent 100. The member (of parliament) for Canterbury has placed Abbots Barton at their
disposal. The senior detachment, Kent 70, is quartered at Dane John House (1. 3/10/14)...
“lent through the kindnesses of the Misses Wightwick”.

12 The Dane John VAD hospital



13 Belgian soldiers at Abbots Barton
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BELGIAN SOLDIERS ARRIVE IN CANTERBURY

OVER 100 WOUNDED IN THE HOSPITALS

The sight of Belgian officers and soldiers, in their trim, red bordered uniforms, has become
quite a familiar sight in the streets of Canterbury (1. 10/10/14)

Photo of convalescent Belgian soldiers (1. 14/11/14)

TOBACCO FOR OUR SOLDIERS AT THE FRONT

YOU CAN HELP TO SEND EACH ONE V4 Ib

KENTISH GAZETTE SCHEME

Our brave soldiers are in short supply. It will cost you only sixpence.

The French people have been very generous to Tommy Atkins in regard to the “smokes” but
Tommy dislikes their cigarettes. He says they have no “bite” in them. He longs for British
“fags”. Tobacco Department Kentish Gazette (3/20/14)
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Many traders used patriotic and appropriate slogans in their adverts in the Gazette

AD ECONOMY DURING THE WAR

The best form of economy is to preserve and make do with the possessions we already have.
SCOTTS DYEING AND CLEANING processes will be found a most valuable aid in this
direction (1. 3/10/14)

AD YOUR FIGHTING FRIENDS at the front will be glad to receive
A RICH PLUM PUDDING AND CHRISTMAS CAKE
FINNS STORES EARLY ORDERS (2.7/11/14)

At Christmas 1914 the Kentish Gazette (9/1/15) reprinted a letter published in the Daily Mail
from a member of the Queen’s Westminster Rifles:

HOW ENGLISH AND GERMANS FRATERNISED AT CHRISTMAS

Last night (Christmas Eve) was the weirdest stunt | have ever seen. All day the Germans had
been sniping very industriously with some success, but after sunset, they started singing and
we replied with carols. Then they shouted “Happy Christmas” to us and we replied in
German. It was a topping moonlight night and we carried on long conversations, and kept on
singing to each other and cheering.

16 Christmas truce at the front

CHRISTMASTIDE AT CANTERBURY THE WORKHOUSE

VISIT OF THE MAYOR AND MAYORESS

The decorations at the Union Workhouse this year were not quite so lavish as usual but the
general scheme was marked by even greater taste than heretofore and with a special
appropriateness to the circumstances under which this year the Yuletide Season is being
celebrated. The bottom female ward was prettily decked-out in the colours of the Belgian
Comrades in arms and in another ward a representation of a soldier in the trenches and of
ambulance workers in the field, whilst good wishes for the success of the allies, for our



English troops, and, the like, were prominently displayed in various parts of the institution.. (1.
2/1/15)

THE “NO LIGHTS” REGULATION

An order issued on Tuesday by the General Officer Commanding in Chief Central Forces,
prohibited not only public lighting in the streets, but also the visibility of any artificial lighting
from the windows of houses, churches, etc. (1. 30/1/15)

THREE MILLION MEN NEEDED
FINAL TRIAL OF THE VOLUNTARY SYSTEM (1. 6/2/15)

On 24 January 1916, almost a year after the above Gazette warning, The Military Service Act
was passed, introducing conscription for all single men aged 18 to 40 and extended to married
men in April 1916. Some people were exempt, such as men in jobs which were vital to war
industries (reserved occupations). Anyone called up could appeal and have his case heard by
a tribunal. (12.)

LORD MILNER’S GARDENER

APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION AT THE BLEAN TRIBUNAL

The application by Lord Milner of Sturry Court for the exemption of his head gardener, Mr
Phillip Boston, was...not assented to and.. left to Military doctors. (1. 20/5/16)

DAYLIGHT SAVING LEGISLATION
The Summer Time Bill comes into force at 2am on Sunday (21% May). All clocks are to be
advanced by one hour.. up to 30" September. (1. 20/5/16)

DEATH OF KITCHENER OF KHARTOUM

Sinking of HMS Hampshire west of Orkneys (Obituaries & Tributes)

HIS KENTISH HOME

It will always be a matter of pride to Kentish folk the Lord Kitchener should have selected a
residence within the County as his home during the closing years of his life. Lord Kitchener
was four years ago the purchaser of Broome Park, Barham. (1. 10/6/16)

Between 1 July and 18 November 1916 one of the most costly battles of the War took place
on the Somme. There were 60,000 British Empire casualties on the first day and over a
million men died in the battle. (8.)

PROGRESS OF THE WAR (Weekly heading during the war)

The “Big Push” in the West

It is wonderful news that we have been having from the Western Front these last few days... It
constitutes probably the most important development in the whole course of the World
campaign. The “New British plan”. (1. 8/7/16)
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