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Sculptors’ creations haven’t worn wel
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'NEXT time you visit the  26% S
cathedral, take a look at the
statuettes that surround the
south-west door where most of
1us enter. .

These, and more arcund the
nearby west door, were all made
by the Belgian sculptor Theodore
Phyffer (1821-76).

This year is the 150th
anniversary of completion of this
get of sculptures and may be a
zood point at which to reflect on .
Theodore’s contribution.

In the 1860s the energetic
cathedral Dean, Henry Alford,
decided it was time to {ill the
many vacant niches round the
cathedral exterior, most of which
had stood empty since the
ravages carried out by Puritans
during the 1640s.

As ever, the main obstacle was
financial, but this was partially
solved when Theodore Phyffers,
a Belgian sculptor working in
London, oifered to complete
statieties at the price of £24
each.

Theodore had studied
geulpture at his home town of
Louvain before coming to -
London in the 1840s to further
hig career.

Tn 1847 he married Maria
Colguohoun, daughter of a

~warder at Millbank prison. They
| had two sons, Felix and Victor,
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INFLUENTIAL MAN: Thomas
Cranmer, a former Archbishop
both sculptors, and three
younger daughters — the family
lived near Sloane Square.

Benefactors in Canterbury
were invited o come forward to
sponsor their chosen figiires,

The Dean started the hall
rolling by paying for the
statuettes of King Ethelbert and
Henry VIIIL

The Dean’s wiie followed suit,
financing Queen Bertha, while

HOLDING THE TABLETS: Si
Augustine of Canierbury

the Archbishop, Charles Longley,
paid for King Alfred.

Others followed suit — the
Ladies of Canterbury clubbed
together for the figure of the
Black Frince, and the
headmaster of King’s Schoal, Dr
Mitchinson, financed
Avrchbishop Theodore,

By summer 1365 the local
prass had announced completion
of some 60 new figures.



but do possess some artistic inte
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